Muskie Is Accused 
Of Creating Fear 



By Don Oberdorfer 

Washington Post Staff Writer 



Presidential Press Secretary 
ftiftfald L. Ziegler charged yes- 
terday that Sen. Edmund S. 
Muskie of Maine and others 
are attempting to create “a 
feeling of fear and intimida- 
tion” among the people of the 
country. 

The motive behind this ef- 
fort, Ziegler charged, is “bla- 
tantly political.” 

Speaking at a White House 
news briefing “as a spokesman 
of this administration,” Zie- 
gler said nothing would be 
served by a formal investiga- 
tion into Muskie’s statements 
that the FBI engaged In exten- 
sive surveillance of Earth Day 
activities last April. 

This is so because Muskie’s 
statements were “clearly . . . 
in the political category,” the 
press secretary declared. 

The Maine senator, a lead- 
ing prospective candidate for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination in 1972, said he 
would expect Ziegler to de- 
scribe anything he did as “po- 
litical.” 

Muskie, who is traveling in 
New Hampshire, added that 
administration “reluctance to 
come to grips with the facts is 
of considerable interest.” 

Ziegler had been reacting 
sharply for several days to 
questions about surveillance 
by the FBI, charging ' that un- 
named persons were attempt- 
ing to misrepresent adminis- 
tration policy and creating a 
climate of fear. Until yester- 
day, however, he had not used 
such terms as “blatently politi- 
cal” and he had not specifi- 
cally charged Muskie by name 
with being politically moti- 
vated. 

The Muskie phase of the FBI 
controversy began Wednesday 
when the senator inserted 



into the Congressional Rec- 
ord the FBI report giving de- 
tails of the planning and ob- 
servance of Earth Day in 
Washington last April 22. 

In an accompanying Senate 
speech, Muskie said he had 
been informed that this was 
only one of 40 to 60 FBI re- 
ports of Earth Day rallies. 

See SNOOP, A8, Col. 1 
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He described “general po- 
litical surveillance” of events 
such as environmental rallies 
as “repugnant” and counter U 
the traditions and practices oJ 
political freedom. 

On Thursday night, Attoi 
ney General John N. Mitchel 
said in a statement that sur 
veillance of the 1970 Earth 
Day rally in Washington re- 
lated only to the presence of 
persons with “known records” 
of criminal behavior and to 
the protection of the right ol 
peaceful assembly. 

Mitchell did not name any- 
one with a “known record” in 
his statement, but Justice De- 
partment officials called the 
attention of newsmen to the 
presence at the rally of Rennie 
Davis, convicted of inciting to 
riot as a member of the Chi- 



r . 



cago Seven. Mitchell said In ‘ 
his statement that “the FBI ’ 
has no interest in an Earth 
Day meeting as such.” 

At a news conference in , 
New Hampshire yesterday, ‘ 
Muskie called on Mitchell to 
make public all of the FBI re- 
ports concerning Earth Day { 
1970. The senator reiterated 
his impression that the FBI ac- , 
tivity that day was “general 
political surveillance . . . 
watching the activities of dti- , 
zens as they express them- ( 
selves, register protests on s 
^ ^ public questions.” 

“Let us judge for our- 
selves,” Muskie declared. If the 
publication of all the Earth 
Day reports shows Mitchell’s 
interpretation is correct, 
“then they will speak for t 
themselves.” If Mitcheirs , 
points are not supported, “I ( 
would hope he would take , 
• another look at them him- { 
self,” the senator added. 

Justice Department spokes- , 
man Powell Moore said last 
night that the department has 
“no plans” to make public the , 



Earth Day reports. He said 
that “not more than three or 
four” Earth Day rallies around 
the country were under sur- 
veillance last year. 4 , 



'• sations and intruding on the 



nate way, monitoring conver- 



ts one of their motives and 
objectives to spy on people 
and to do so in an indiscrimi- 



As in past statements, 
Ziegler did not address him- 
self to the specific events of 
Earth Day 1970 in his re- 
marks to newsmen at . the 
White House yesterday. " 



: not the case.’ 



> privacy of individuals. That is 

; nnf tVio " 



Asked what course of action 
he would recommend to those 



1 who believe the FBI has over- 



- stepped the bounds of legiti- 



Ziegler declared that 
“claims and charges” had been 
aired with “the objective of 
creating a feeling of fear and 
intimidation among the people 
of this country, that the ad- 
ministration and the FBI has 



i mate inquiry, Ziegler replied 
that the administration had 
suggested a congressional in- 
vestigation of the charges by 
Rep. Hale Boggs that the tele- 
phone lines of members of 
Congress have been tapped. 




Under questioning, Ziegler 
declined to say that the ad- 
ministration would support a 
congressional study of Mu- 
skie’s statements or of revela- 
tions that Rep. John Dowdy 
was subjected to electronic in- 
vestigation. That is when Zie- 
gler said Muskie's statement 
was “clearly” political. 



During a question and an- 
;wer peroid at Central High 
School in Manchester, N.H., 
yesterday, Muskie was asked 
by a young student if he 
would fire J. Edgar Hoover as 
FBI Director if he were Presi- 
ient. 



“Using the inevitable North- 



ern New England tact and di- 
plomacy, I suppose I would in- 
vite him to resign,” replied 
the senator. There was a loud 
jvation from the high school 
tudents. 













